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Objections of: Jorge Sanchez )

)

)
To the Nomination

Papers of: Hilario F. Dominguez
) No.: 26-EB-SBP-004

)

)
Candidate for the office of

President of the Chicago Board of Education, )
City of Chicago

)

)

FINDINGS AND DECISION

The duly constituted Electoral Board, consisting of the Board of the Election

Commissioners for the City of Chicago, Commissioners Marisel A. Hernandez, June A. Brown

and Laura Kotelman, organized by law in response to a Call issued by Marisel A. Hernandez,

Chair of said Electoral Board, for the purpose of hearing and passing upon objections

(“Objections”) of Jorge Sanchez (“Objector”) to the nomination papers (“Nomination Papers”)

of Hilario F. Dominguez, candidate for the office of President of the Chicago Board of

Education, City of Chicago (“Candidate”) at the General Election to be held on Tuesday,

November 3, 2026, having convened on Tuesday, June 9, 2026, at 10:00 a.m., in Room 800, 69

West Washington Street, Chicago Illinois, and having heard and determined the Objections to

the Nomination Papers in the above-entitled matter, finds that:

Objections to the Nomination Papers of the Candidate were duly and timely filed.1.

The Electoral Board was constituted according to the laws of the State of Illinois.2.

A Call to the hearing on said Objections was duly issued by the Chair of the3.

Electoral Board and served upon the members of the Electoral Board, the Objector and the
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Candidate, by registered or certified mail and by Sheriffs service, as provided by statute or

statutory service was waived and service by email was authorized.

4. A public hearing held on these Objections commenced on Wednesday, June 10,

2026 and was continued from time to time.

The Electoral Board assigned this matter to Hearing Officer Mathias Delort for5.

further hearings and proceedings.

6. The Objector and the Candidate were directed by the Electoral Board's Call

served upon them to appear before the Hearing Officer on the date and at the time designated in

the Hearing Schedule. Appearances were filed by or on behalf of the following persons: the

Objector, Jorge Sanchez, by Attorneys MICHAEL J KASPER, TIFFANY NELSON-

JAWORSKI and JOHN FOGARTY JR; and the Candidate, Hilario F. Dominguez, by Attorneys

ED MULLEN and STEVEN FINE.

7. The Hearing Officer ordered that an examination of the voter registration records

be conducted by clerks and agents under the Board’s direction and supervision, in accordance

with the laws of Illinois and the rules of the Board.

The Hearing Officer directed all parties to appear and be present, either personally

and/or by their authorized representatives during this records examination.

9. The Candidate and/or the Candidate’s duly authorized representative was present

during the examination of the registration records or waived their right to do so.

10. The Objector and/or the Objector’s duly authorized representative was present

during the examination of the registration records or waived their right to do so.

The examination of the registration records was completed and the Electoral11.

Board hereby adopts and incorporates by reference the results of the records examination

-2-

26-EB-SBP-004



conducted by its clerks and agents. The written report of the result of the registration records

examination is contained in the Board’s file in this case and a copy has been provided or made

available to the parties.

12. The results of the records examination indicate that:

A. The minimum number of valid signatures required by law for placement

on the ballot for the office in question is 2.500.

The number of purportedly valid signatures appearing on the nominatingB.

petition filed by the Candidate total 8.592.

The number of signatures deemed invalid because of objections sustainedC.

as a result of the records examination total 4.420.

The remaining number of signatures deemed valid as a result of theD.

records examination total 4.172.

The Electoral Board finds that the number of valid signatures appearing on the13.

Candidate’s nominating petition following completion of the records examination exceeds the

minimum number of valid signatures required by law to be placed upon the ballot as a candidate

for the office of President of the Chicago Board of Education, City of Chicago.

No motion was filed under Rule 8 of the Electoral Board’s Rules of Procedure.14.

The Hearing Officer has tendered to the Electoral Board a report and15.

recommended decision. Based upon the evidence presented, the Hearing Officer found that the

Candidate's Nomination Papers contained 4.172 valid signatures, which exceeds by 1,672 the

minimum number of valid signatures required by law to be placed upon the ballot as a candidate

for the office of President of the Chicago Board of Education, City of Chicago, City of Chicago,

and that the Candidate’s Nomination Papers should be found valid.
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16. Objector(s) further allege that circulators who circulated for an established party

candidate at the March 2026 General Primary are prohibited from circulating for a nonpartisan

school board candidate to be elected at the November 2026 General Election and that the

signatures gathered by the “dual circulators” are invalid and in violation of Section 10-4 of the

Election Code. The Electoral Board, having heard this issue in a separate consolidated

proceeding and having considered the pleadings, motions, responses, oral arguments and relevant

caselaw, all of which shall remain a part of the record, finds that the decision in McCaskill v

Municipal Ofifcers Electoral Bd. For the City ofHarvey, et. ai, 2019 IL App (P') 190190, is

binding upon the Electoral Board. The Appellate Court unequivocally ruled therein that

“[sjimply stated, the dual-circulation prohibition in section 10-4 does not apply to nonpartisan

elections." Id. at^ 45 Accordingly, the objection(s) based upon alleged dual circulation are

therefore ovemiled.

The Electoral Board, having considered the evidence and arguments tendered by17.

the parties and the Hearing Officer’s report of recommended findings and conclusions of law.

hereby adopts the Hearing Officer’s recommended findings and conclusions of law and

incorporates them herein.

For the reasons stated above, the Electoral Board finds that the Candidate has a18.

sufficient number of valid signatures on his nominating petitions and that the Nomination Papers

of Hilario F. Dominguez are, therefore, valid.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the Objections of Jorge Sanchez to the Nomination

Papers of Hilario F. Dominguez, candidate for the office of President of the Chicago Board of

Education, City of Chicago, City of Chicago are hereby OVERRULED and said Nomination
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Papers are hereby declared VALID and the name of Hilario F. Dominguez SHALL be printed on

the official ballot for the General Election to be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2026.

Dated: Chicago, Illinois, Tuesday, July 28, 2026.

ne A. Brown, Commissioner

O

Laura Kotelman, Commissioner

NOTICE:

aggrieved by this decision and seeking judicial review of this decision must file a petition for
judicial review with the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County within 5 days after service
of the decision of the Electoral Board.

Pursuant to Section lO-lO.I of the Election Code (10 ILCS 5/10-10.1) a party
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BEFORE THE CHICAGO BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS

SITTING EX-OFFICIO AS AN ELECTORAL BOARD

JORGE SANCHEZ, )

)

Petitioner-Objector, )
)

) No. 26 EB SBP 004vs.

)
HILARIO DOMINGUEZ, ) Hearing Officer Deiort

)

Respondent-Candidate. )

FINAL REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF HEARING OFFICER

To:

Objector Candidate Staff

Tiffany Nelson-Jaworski
jaworski@dlglawgroup.com

Ed Mullen

ed mullen@mac.com

Steve Fine

steve@sfinelaw.com

General Counsel Adam Lasker

electoralboard@chicaaoelections.gov

electionattomev@gmail.com

Pursuant to Rule 2(b) of this board’s rules, I respectfiilly submit this final report and
recommendation as the Board’s designated hearing officer in this matter.

These objections came before me for hearings held on various days during June and July
2026. I ordered a record examination. That examination resulted in a determination that the

candidate had 1,672 over the minimum number of required signatures. When the record

examination had concluded, the Board had already resolved the remaining issue in the objections:

that additional signatures were invalid because they had been circulated by individuals disqualified

tfom circulating for a nonpartisan Board of Education candidate because they had already

circulated petitions for established party candidates in the same election cycle. In its ruling, the

Board dismissed this objection in all pending cases. Accordingly, I did not admit any evidence
regarding dual circulation.

Nonetheless, to preserve the issue and foster judicial economy if the Board’s dismissal of
dual circulation objections was reversed on judicial review, the parties proffered a stipulation
regarding that issue. The stipulation states, among other things: “If, however, the Board’s

decision regarding the allegations concerning dual circulation were reversed on appeal, the

Candidate’s nomination papers would contain an insufficient number of valid signatures to appear
on the ballot.” This stipulation is entered into the record, but is of no effect because of the

Board’s prior ruling on the issue. I note that no further proceedings before the Board would be
needed if the Board’s mling on dual circulation was reversed on appeal; the reviewing court could

simply enter an appropriate order invalidating the nomination papers based on the stipulation. See

735 ILCS 5/3-111 (powers of the circuit court on administrative review); 111. Sup. Ct. R.
366(a)(5) (powers of appellate and supreme court on appeal).

Upon submission of this stipulation, both sides rested through emails sent to me and the
Board by their respective counsels.
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CONCLUSION

The hearing officer therefore RECOMMENDS to the electoral board that it enter an
order:

1. Finding that the objections are OVERRULED and that the nomination papers are VALID.

I transmitted this recommendation by email to the parties and the general counsel on July 24,
2026.

ENTER:

Mathias W. Delort

Hearing Officer
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